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TUESDAY 26
ST STEPHEN, 
THE FIRST MARTYR
 9.10  Morning Prayer
 9.30 l Tim Joyce (A)

SUNDAY

Peace at 
Christmas

4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
23rd/24th December

FEAST OF CHRISTMAS
24th/25th December

THE HOLY FAMILY 
OF JESUS, MARY 
& JOSEPH
31st December

2 WEEK 
NEWSLETTER

24TH DECEMBER 2017

WEDNESDAY 27
ST JOHN, EVANGELIST
 9.10  Morning Prayer    
 9.30 l Desolina Telloli RIP

THURSDAY 28
THE HOLY INNOCENTS
 9.10  Morning Prayer    
 9.30 l Leo Cardosi RIP

FRIDAY 29
ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY
 9.10  Morning Prayer    
 9.30 l Barbara Townsend RIP

SATURDAY 30
SIXTH DAY WITHIN THE 
OCTAVE OF CHRISTMAS
 9.10  Morning Prayer    
 9.30 l Maria Keen RIP
 10.00 	 Confessions
 10.00 	 Exposition of the 
   Blessed Sacrament

KEY:    l Mass at St. Peter’s         m Mass at St. Margaret’s, Rayleigh Road

SUNDAY 31
THE HOLY FAMILY OF 
JESUS, MARY &  JOSEPH
 8.30 l May Carroll RIP
 10.15 l Helen & 
   Michael Leonard 
   (40th Wedding A) 

MONDAY 1
MARY, MOTHER OF GOD
 12.00 l	Tadgh Hastings RIP

TUESDAY 2
 SS BASIL THE GREAT & 
GREGORY NAZIANZEN
 9.30 l	Wendy Clements RIP
18.30  	 Holy Hour & Confessions
 19.30 l	Divine Worship: 
   Derek Timothy RIP

WEDNESDAY 3
FERIA OF CHRISTMASTIDE
 9.10  Morning Prayer
 9.30 l	 Julio Isidro RIP

THURSDAY 4
FERIA OF CHRISTMASTIDE
 9.10  Morning Prayer
 9.30 l	Moby Lalani

FRIDAY 5
FERIA OF CHRISTMASTIDE
 9.10  Morning Prayer
 9.30 l	Fr. Tony McKentey RIP
 15.00 m	St. Margaret’s Mass

SATURDAY 6
 FERIA OF CHRISTMASTIDE 
 9.10  Morning Prayer
 9.30 l	Stan Warburton RIP
 10.00 	 Exposition of the 
   Blessed Sacrament

SUNDAY 7
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
(HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION)
 8.30 l Sangster and Jennett 
   Family intentions
 10.15 l First Holy Communion 
   (Inscription Mass) 
 18.00 l People of the Parish

facebook.com/StPeterEastwood
twitter.com/StPeterEastwood
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MONDAY 25
CHRISTMAS DAY
 8.30 l Richard Young RIP
 10.15 l Julio Isidro RIP
 NO EVENING MASS ON CHRISTMAS DAY

SUNDAY 24
4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
(EXPECTANT MOTHERS)
 8.30 l Matthew Adkins RIP
 10.15 l Alfredo Tisi RIP

THE NATIVITY OF 
JESUS CHRIST THE LORD 
 18.00 l Christmas Vigil Mass: 
   People of the Parish
23.30 	 Carols
24.00 l Midnight Mass:
   May Carroll RIP

SATURDAY 23
 4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
18.00 l	Advent Vigil Mass:
   People of the Parish

 A PEACEFUL CHRISTMAS TO YOU ALL



The Parish Choir
As you can see/hear, the small 
singing group has diminished 
in numbers over the last few 
years. We are now at a point 
where we are considering 
whether it is viable to continue 
leading the hymns and singing 
our specialist pieces. We 
realise that the congregation 
appear to appreciate our 
efforts, but we need more 
help and participation if we 
are to continue into 2018.  
As a last ditch plea, we need 
to take new members on 
board i.e. you! The rehearsal 
comprises of one hour on 
Thursday mornings from 
10.30am-11.30am. We realise 
this is a problem for those 
who work. We also know that 
many want to sit with families 
during Mass. However, if you 
are on your own and would 
appreciate good company 
and inclusion, come and join 
us in singing the melody.  
You do not have to be an 
accomplished vocalist, just an 
enthusiast who wants to keep 
live music in our church. We 
are near the point of relying 
on CDs. If you do wish the 
music to continue, come and 
talk to Lorraine and Janet.  
If you don’t, don’t! What a 
shame if the choir, which 
started in 1964. (yes, before 
I was born) has to stop due 
to a lack of commitment here 
at St. Peter’s. With thanks, 
Lorraine Migliorini (organist).

Catholic Papers
Please ensure the full price 
for papers is placed in the 
box provided. Thank you.

Parish Office
The Parish Office will be 
closed for the Christmas 
holidays, re-opening on 
Tuesday, 2nd January. 
In emergency please telephone 
Fr. Jeff on 07956 801381.

From the corner of the farmhouse kitchen the mouse looked 
on as the farmer’s wife opened a small box. To his horror 
the mouse saw that it was a mouse-trap! So he went straight 
outside to the cow and asked her to help him with the trap. “It 
doesn’t really affect me” said the cow. So the mouse went to 
the chicken to ask for her help. But she said she wasn’t worried 
by it either. Even the pig was unmoved by the mouse’s pleas.

In the middle of the night the trap snapped shut and the 
farmer’s wife came downstairs to see what had happened. 
The mouse wasn’t in it. Instead a poisonous snake had been 
caught by the tail and it lashed out, biting her on the leg. The 
doctor came and said it would take a long time for her to 
be well again. She needed building up with lots of chicken 
soup. So the farmer killed the chicken to make the soup.

When the friends and neighbours came round to sit 
with his wife they needed feeding so he butchered the 
pig and had ham sandwiches on hand for anyone who felt 
peckish. But unfortunately his wife got worse and after a 
few weeks she died. So the cow had to be slaughtered to 
provide food for the reception after the funeral. The whole 
household was brought down simply because it failed to 
concern itself with the smallest of its members: the mouse.

The Holy Family was destined to concern itself with the 
faults and failings of many. In fact, its ultimate destiny was to 
take on the sins of the world as Jesus hung on the cross of 
Calvary. Other people’s problems are not their own business; 
they’re ours too. We belong to so many different levels of 
families: our nuclear family at home; our extended family 
with grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins etc; the family 
that is our local area; our nation; the worldwide family of 
humanity and the family of believers that is the Church.

The feast of the Holy Family shows us that we all 
belong to each other because we all belong to God. 
And any problem that one of our family members 
might have is ours too. Even if it’s only the mouse!

THE HOLY FAMILY 
(31ST DECEMBER)PARISH

Christmas Posters
Please take home and display 
a Christmas poster, available 
from the Church porch today.

Blessed Sacrament 
Lamp at St. Peter’s
The Blessed Sacrament 
Lamp can be sponsored for 
an intention to burn for 
seven days. The cost of this 
will be £5.00. Place your 
intention and donation in 
an envelope for the attention 
of the Parish Office.

Christmas Services
Please make a note of the 
changes to the regular service 
times during the festive 
period. Details of all our 
services for the next two weeks 
are printed on the back page.

Parishioners...
Please take a look at the table 
in the porch to see if there 
is any correspondence or 
Christmas cards left for you 
by other members of our 
community. Thank you.

Your Christmas 
Mass Offering
The Mass Offerings at 
Christmas go to the Parish 
Priest to supplement his 
monthly stipend. Father Jeff 
would like to thank you 
in anticipation of your 
generosity in support of 
his ministry to you all in 
this Parish of Eastwood.  
Many thanks indeed!

Sunday Bulletin
The next newsletter will be 
published on 7th January, 
2018. E-mail your news to: 
newsletter@saint-peters.co.uk

WE ARE 
FAMILY

LIVING



Tom’s parents had told him that when he graduated from 
university they would buy him a second-hand car. In the 
weeks before his results came through he went with his father 
to look at what the dealers had to offer and they decided 
on the right model. The day of his results came. He’d passed 
with flying colours. A few days later when he came home he 
expected to find the car waiting on the driveway, but instead 
his father congratulated him and gave him a small package. 
The package contained a bible and Tom was so furious that 
he threw the bible down and stormed out. A week later his 
father died and Tom came home to be with his mother. In 
his father’s room he came across the bible and as he leafed 
through it he saw a cheque that his father had made out to 
him for the exact amount that the car would have cost. The 
gift had been there all along but he had been unaware of it.

The Christmas story is a bit like Tom’s experience. It’s not 
that God didn’t care about humanity until that first Christmas 
when Jesus took flesh as the child of Bethlehem. God has 
loved us from eternity and never ceases to do so. In fact, if 
God stopped loving us for even one second we would cease 
to exist, for we are held in being by the power of God’s love 
and compassion. Yet when Christ came among us it was to 
show us that God loved us so much that he wanted us to 
be with him eternally. It took the Christ-event for the world 
to be able to refocus on its relationship with its creator.

When the angel appeared to Mary it was this all-
pervading love of God that was at work again. In fact the 
angel’s first words to Mary were, “Hail, highly favoured 
Mary”. When we say the Hail Mary we translate this as “full 
of grace” but the Greek really means someone who has 
had favour heaped upon her. The birth of Jesus began with 
Mary being reminded how much she was gifted by God.

The challenge of this Christmas is for us to be aware 
of this grace. What we celebrate is the birth of God’s 
own Son and the fact that although we might not always 
recognise God’s gifts, they are always there for us.

4TH SUNDAY 
OF ADVENT

RECEIVING 
GIFTS

LIVINGVocations
As we pray together for 
vocations please visit: 
www.dioceseofbrentwood.
net/news/vocation-voices/
Listen to the inspirational 
stories of our priests and 
seminarians and share 
them with your friends.

Diocesan Renewal 
and Restructuring
The First Formal Proposal for 
the Renewal and Restructuring 
of Our Diocese is available 
on the diocesan website: 
www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/
departments/development/
In the spirit of Gaudete Sunday 
we are looking forward with 
joy to discerning our shared 
future in our Church.
“Rejoice in the Lord always; 
again I say, rejoice. Let your 
forbearance be known to all, 
for the Lord is near at hand; 
have no anxiety about 
anything, but in all things, by 
prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, let your requests 
be known to God. Lord, 
you have blessed your land.”
Please take time to read all 
of this document and to pray 
about it. We will be meeting 
together as a parish to discuss 
it early in the New Year.

Mass for Travellers
At 2.30pm on Saturday, 
24th February 2018 there will 
be a special Mass celebrated 
by Bishop Paul McAleenan 
at Westminster Cathedral for 
members of the Gypsy, Roma 
and Traveller communities.
For more information, 
please contact Fr. Dan Mason, 
the National Catholic 
Chaplain for Gypsies, 
Roma and Travellers 
on (01277) 624891.

A Taxing Offer 
for Christmas
The Inland Revenue will give 
our parish an extra 25% 
to our offertory giving 
this Christmas and for 
every following Sunday.
Just one condition has to be 
met: You must be a taxpayer, 
either from your employment, 
pension, or investments. 
Even better for those who 
are higher rate taxpayers, 
each year your tax will 
be reduced by a similar 
25% on the total of your 
annual offertory giving. 
For more details, please 
contact your parish Gift Aid 
organiser, Anne-Marie 
Abbott on (01702) 522879.

Thank You!
We raised £672.04 for 
Havens Hospices at our 
Carol Service and on the 
following Sunday. A great 
effort folks! Thank you!

Missio Autumn 2017 
Red Box Collection
The total amount collected 
for the autumn Red Box 
collection was £960.95! 
This will be increased by those 
members who have signed 
up to Gift Aid. A big thank 
you to everyone for your 
contribution. Your continued 
support and generosity 
is hugely appreciated.

Christmas Dinner
Once again this year Sacred 
Heart Primary School will be 
hosting Christmas dinner on 
27th December as it was such 
a lovely occasion last year 
celebrating with some friends 
old and new. If you are on 
your own that day and would 
like to join us for turkey and 
all the trimmings then please 
telephone 07711 773008 to 
reserve a place. We will be 
serving dinner at 1.00pm. If 
you require transport please 
advise us when you call.

Mary Ann Higgs
Kathleen Doris Price
David Crowe
Mike Mellor
Chillian Richardson
Clare Whomes
Ann Argar
Tony Brotherton
Timothy Joyce
Kitty Cronin
James Grantham
Bill Whitefield
Molly McCloskey
Stan Hunt
Jack Gilmartin
James McGhee

Annie Vincent
Tess Jones
Edward Sweeney
Jackie All
John Judge
Ellen Judge
Maura O’Reilly
Jerry O’Sullivan
W. H. Clark
Louise Emma Corrigan
Mary Birch
Patricia Stokes
Edward Gibbons
Eileen McGhee
Elizabeth Costello
Michael Fitzpatrick

Clifford Keller
Elizabeth McGuinness
Margaret Doran
May Dennehy
Francis Percival
Patrick Robinson
William McGhee
Ada Grace Turner
Jim Evily
Theresa Hayes

ANNIVERSARIESANNIVERSARIES
CLEANERS
n  29th December
      Mrs. Studds
n  4th  January
      Mrs. Joyce
n  12th  January
      Ms. Carroll

SUNDAY COFFEE
n  24th  December
      Wan Family
n  31st  December
      Kelly & Samantha
n  7th  January
      Leonore & Ian

ROTASROTAS

Pilgrimage to Rome
In 2018 we celebrate 50 years 
of St. Peter’s becoming 
Eastwood Parish! We intend 
to have a BIG celebration with 
the Bishop at the end of June 
and mark it with a pilgrimage 
to Rome, staying at Palazzola. 
Please see Fr. Jeff if interested 
as he needs to book ASAP, 
beginning of May. Do look up 
the website: www.palazzola.it

Brentwood Catholic 
Children’s Society 
– Crib Collection
The Brentwood Catholic 
Children’s Society provides 
an early intervention service 
to children, young people and 
their families which enables 
them to address difficulties 
that may be impeding their 
educational, social and 
emotional development. Their 
Mission Statement enshrines 
the principle that assistance is 
provided to any child in need.
A great deal of the work of the 
Society is done in our schools 
in Essex and East London. 
The finance comes from a 
mixture of sources but without 
the support of the Catholic 
community the vital work done 
by the Society for children 
in need could not continue. 
Please be as generous as you 
can in the crib collection for 
the Society this christmas. 
Offerings can be made any 
time until 7th January, 2018.

First Holy 
Communion
Please remember that our 
first Meeting for Parents is 
on Thursday, 4th January 
beginning at 8.00pm in the 
Church. It is vital that you 
all attend. If for any good 
reason, you cannot make it 
please let Fr. Jeff know ASAP.
The Inscription Mass which all 
should attend is on the Sunday, 
7th January at 10.15am. 



2018 Diocesan 
Lourdes Pilgrimage
Bishop Alan will lead our 
annual pilgrimage to 
Lourdes from Monday, 
23rd to Saturday, 28th July. 
We shall be accompanied 
by an experienced medical 
team and there is plenty of 
help for those with mobility 
needs. The pilgrimage is 
no less ideal for couples, 
individuals, and groups of 
friends; all are welcome. 
There is a full programme to 
opt in and out of. There are 
brochures at the back of the 
Church. For more information 
or for a brochure, please 
telephone the pilgrimage 
administrator, Cathy 
O’Connor on (01206) 735623.

Pilgrimage to 
the Holy Land
Our Lady of Canvey and the 
English Martyrs parish in 
Canvey invite you on their 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land, 
from Thursday, 10th May 
to Thursday, 17th May 2018, 
travelling in the footsteps of 
Christ and the Holy Family. 
The cost will be £1,415. 
If you are interested or 
for further information 
please contact Cathy 
on 07885 577342.

Parish Website
www.stpetereastwood.org

Brentwood Catholic 
Children’s Society
The Brentwood Catholic 
Children’s Society would 
like to thank all those who 
donated gifts and toys 
in recent weeks. We have 
already been able to send 
on many of these donations 
to children and families 
in our community and on 
their behalf we would like 
to thank you and wish you 
all very Happy Christmas.

What’s on in the New Mazenod Hall
 
Sunday, 24th December  Coffee Morning (11.15am)
Monday, 25th December  Coffee Morning (11.15am)
Sunday, 31st December  Coffee Morning (11.15am)
Monday, 1st January  New Years Day 
 Refreshments (1.00pm)
Thursday, 4th January Tai Chi (1.00pm-3.00pm) 
 (7.30pm-9.30pm) 
 Contact: 07816 790016
Friday, 5th January Freestyle Drama (4.45pm-6.45pm) 
 Contact: Jake 07888 822733
Sunday, 7th January  Coffee Morning (11.15am)

Missio Red Boxes
There are a number of 
Missio Red Boxes awaiting 
homes. Please take one from 
the porch and leave your 
name, address and telephone 
number at the repository.
If you are a tax payer please 
state whether you wish to 
Gift Aid your contribution.

Concert for Bosco
Exceptionally talented young 
adult musicians are offering 
an evening of classical 
music to raise money for 
the SVP St. John Bosco 
Children’s Camp. Saturday, 
3rd February 2018 at New 
Windmill Hall, Upminster 
from 7.30pm to 9.30pm. 
Wine and refreshments 
included. Advance tickets £8; 
on the door £11. Bookings 
by telephone: 07957 382592. 
www.concertforbosco.com

HARP at Christmas
For local homeless people, 
who might feel isolated, 
missing out on a Christmas 
dinner can compound 
their loneliness. Please 
spare a thought for those 
less fortunate this winter 
and support the HARP 
Christmas Meals Appeal with 
a £10 donation by texting 
XMAS09 £10 to 70070, or 
visit: www.harpsouthend.org.
uk/christmas-appeal-2017

Vocations Mass
A Mass for those enquiring or 
discerning a vocation to the 
priesthood will be held at 
Our Lady of Lourdes Church, 
Leigh-on-Sea at 12.00pm 
on the feast of St. Thomas 
Becket (29th December). 
All are welcome to come 
and pray for vocations and 
to meet our seminarians.

Christmas Shoebox 
Appeal Update
The destination of the 
filled shoeboxes this year 
were sent to: Kazakhstan, 
Afghanistan, Krgyystan 
and Turkmenistan… all 
countries in Central Asia. 
Many thanks on behalf of 
all the needy children!

A Useful Website...
www.catholicscomehome.org/ 
find-meaning-purpose/

New Year 
Youth Retreat
“Chosen” is a four day retreat 
for young people and young 
adults (16-35) run by Youth 
2000 at St. Bonaventure’s 
School, Forest Gate. 
This takes place over the New 
Year bank holiday weekend, 
29th December to 1st January. 
Dynamic talks, creative 
workshops, friendship, 
adoration and worship, 
reconciliation and healing. 
Visit: www.youth2000.org

Walsingham House 
at Abbotswick – 
Fundraising Appeal
Thank you for your great 
generosity to the appeal. 
So far over £60,000 has 
been raised from parish 
collections, individuals, and 
donations from Religious 
Orders and Companies, to 
add to the £125,000 raised 
before the Diocesan Appeal 
began. However there is still 
a long way to go to reach the 
£430,000 total needed, so if 
you are able to donate please 
visit: www.bcys.net/abbotswick 
for online donations or 
send a cheque payable for 
“Abbotswick Funding” 
to: Fr. Dominic Howarth, 
Abbotswick, Navestock Side, 
Near Brentwood, Essex CM14 
5SH. There will be an open 
afternoon on Saturday, 13th 
January 2018 for anyone who 
would like to visit and see the 
completed refurbishments. 

Confirmation 2018
The programme of instruction 
will take place at Our Lady of 
Lourdes Leigh as in previous 
years. If you have a young 
adult Year 10 or above please 
let Fr. Jeff know ASAP please.

Understanding 
The Creed
On Wednesdays, 24th and 31st 
January 2018 from 7.00pm 
until 8.30pm, Fr. Adrian 
Graffy will lead an exploration 
of the Nicene Creed recited 
at Sunday Mass. These ‘Gidea 
Park Faith Evenings’ will take 
place in the hall at Gidea 
Park Catholic Church, 410 
Brentwood Road, Gidea Park, 
RM2 6DH. Please book by 
e-mail to: GPstudydays@
gmail.com – Refreshments 
provided. Admission free.

‘The Portal’
www.portalmag.co.uk

Inaugural Diocesan 
Pilgrimage to Knock 
Shrine, Ireland
28th May 2018. Led by Bishop 
Alan Williams. £699.00 per 
person sharing. Price includes 
flights from London Stansted 
with 15kg hold luggage, all 
taxes, transfers, 5 nights’ 
in newly refurbished Knock 
House Hotel, in the grounds 
of the shrine, with full 
Irish breakfast, light lunch 
and 4-course dinner each 
evening. All entertainment 
and guided tours included.  
Wheelchair accessible rooms 
in the hotel. Limited single 
rooms available. Groups and 
individual bookings welcome. 
Excellent programme of 
prayer time, Masses, liturgies, 
excursions and evening 
activities. We will also visit 
Ballintubber Abbey, Croagh 
Patrick, Westport and other 
famous sights in Co. Mayo. 
Contact: 01 268 762278 or 
e-mail: knockpilgrimages@
gmail.com – Knock Pilgrimages 
is a member of the Travel 
Trust Association and is fully 
protected by ATOL T7613.

BCYS Summer Lourdes
The Brentwood Catholic Youth 
Service Summer Lourdes 
will take place from 22nd 
29th July 2018. For those 
wishing to book a place on the 
Summer Lourdes pilgrimage 
next year, BCYS are now 
taking applications and will 
continue to take these until 
31st January 2018. After this 
date places will be allocated 
to ensure young people 
from as many schools and 
parishes are able to enjoy 
this magnificent pilgrimage. 
For more information and to 
apply please visit www.bcys.
net. All applications must be 
made online. The pilgrimage 
is open to all those currently 
in school Year 10 and above.

Lourdes Pilgrimage
2nd April (Easter Monday) 
until 7th April 2018 (inclusive)  
5 nights/6 days. St. Helen’s 
Parish, Westcliff-on-Sea 
annual pilgrimage to Lourdes. 
Flying from Heathrow Airport, 
British Airways to France with 
luxury coach transfer to 
4-star hotel. Price includes 
23 kilos luggage allowance. 
We welcome pilgrims from 
any parish to join us, you 
will be made most welcome. 
Price is £630 per adult, 
based on two adults sharing 
a double room. Generous 
discounts for children. Full 
board basis. If you prefer to 
go direct to the airport we can 
meet you there! Under the 
spiritual direction of Fr. Joseph 
Whisstock. Further details, 
please contact Sue on 07979 
746707 or Westcliff parish 
office on (01702) 342324.

The Blessed Virgin Mary Lamp Intention
Rose Hockley (31/12-6/1)

The Altar Blessed Sacrament Lamp Intention
Wendy Clements RIP (31/12-6/1)

The Altar Blessed Sacrament Lamp Intention
Claire Ellen Hunt RIP (24/12-30/12)

The Blessed Virgin Mary Lamp Intention
Maria Keen RIP  (24/12-30/12)


